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License all the things!



Policy

● “Each source file either must contain SPDX identifiers or 
licence headers to state under which terms the software 
may be used, modified and redistributed.”



What is a 
source file?



ALL FILES



Policy… again

● “If a file is not copyrightable (e.g. it is an 
automatically generated file, a trivial list of files, 
or trivial test data) it shall have the CC0-1.0 
license.”



ALL FILES



Consider

● You write a one line sh script to be lazy
● A year later you put it in repo
● Over the years people add more things
● The script grows to become the backbone of our 

localization infrastructure 
● What license is the source file?
● ☹



Harald says:

● When you create a new file, slap a SPDX header 
on it.

● Takes maybe a minute
● Saves us decades of headaches
● 😀



REUSE



reuse lint



run it locally

● Install with uv, pip, whathaveyou
● run `reuse lint`
● read output
● easy!



.gitlab-ci.yml
# SPDX-License-Identifier: CC0-1.0

# SPDX-FileCopyrightText: None

include:

 - project: sysadmin/ci-utilities

   file:

     - /gitlab-templates/reuse-lint.yml
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